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A New Year , the board met and there were many items on 

the table as far as running the guild and how to finance it into 

the coming years. 

The number of members who have paid their dues is down to 

50% of last years membership. The cost of everything keeps 

going up and we must adjust likewise. This is your last 

newsletter if you haven’t paid your dues. 

The Carving show is our only revenue maker and we need 

volunteers to chair the committees and work the show. 

The next Show date is October 21st but we must start to line 

up and reserve some things well in advance of that date. 

We need chairman to handle the Advertising of the show. 

Chairman to handle the procurement of the raffle , door 

prizes and other such items. 

Chairman to oversee the carving competition and line up the 

sign up personnel and runners. Award and catering chairman. 

I’m sure that I’ve flogged that horse to much already, the 

whole story is no show no income. Guess what comes next. 

The club has been funding the printer and subsidizing the 

pop concession. Step up and pay 10cents per sheet for the 

printer and 35cents per pop leave the can or when they are 

gone or run out of ink that will be the end of these club house 

perks. 

Guild Activities 
Feb 2nd Board meeting 10:00am Eagles nest 

We will be scheduling a carving seminar at the Eagles 

nest on 18th & 19th of May. The instructor will be  

Stu Martin. The cost would be $100.00.  plus the cost 

of the rough out of your choice . Be thinking about it. 

Or sign up on the board at the Eagles Nest. 

 

Mail Box 
For those of you who get your news letter in the mail and 

attend the carving sessions at the eagles nest weekly.  

I’ve made a mail box that will set in the club house, the newly 

published news letters will be in that mail box the week that I 

publish it. 

 Pick up your copy ,  it  will have your name and address on it. 

If you don’t pick it up I’ll mail it the next time I’m there. This 

has the potential to save $7.48 in postage monthly  and will 

keep the cost down when the postage goes up. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

 



A Salmon from the North West Indians 

I cut one out from a 2X6 some years back and used 

a router to contour it. It turned out pretty good 

considering. I bet you can do a lot better 

The slash marks on the side below the lateral line 

are cut outs. Drill and saber saw them out then 

finish. 

I painted mine ( because of the wood pine) White 

with black high lights. 

 

Make it the size that’ll fit for you. 

Mine was about 18inches long and almost 2 

inches thick. 



Guild Officers & Board 2012 
President- Ernie Burns- 6223 Millington Rd. Millington,Mi.48746 

Ph-989-871-3922 

Vice President- Anita Harrand 2773 North Branch Rd. North Branch,Mi.48461  

aharr76@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Ron Nielson 2165 W. Lake Rd.  Clio,Mi.48420 

ph-989-686-3844 

Treasurer – Nelson Gonzalez 62 Chateaux Dul Lac Dr. Fenton,Mi.48430          

jngonz@msn.com 

New Board Members  

 Charlie Dolan 3336 Merlyn Ct. Clio , Mi. 48420 

cwdolan@comcast.net 

 Dick Hanson 9087 Dublin Way  Davison , Mi. 48423 

ph. - 810-658-7620 

 Bob Gustafson 2184 Hermitage Dr. Davison , Mi.48423 

bigus@mac.com 

David Bushong 4846 Dorothy Dr. Vassar , Mi. 48768  

989-823-8444 

Kurt Sherwood 9433 N. Bray Rd. Clio , Mi. 48420 

ph. - 810-686-0736   k.j.sherwood08@att.net 

Up coming Carving Events 
Stay warm and carve 

March 17th -18th  Metro Carvers . The Guild 

will have a table. It’s a two day show and we’ll 

need volunteers to man the table. Contact Anita  

Harrand by E-mail aharr76@hotmail.com or 

by phone at 810-688-2771 to sign up.  

If you can stop by and spell those members 

who have volunteered for a few minutes to 

give them a short break it will be appreciated. 

April 14th MWCA annual meeting Midland 

Ponderosa 

May 12-13 Oscoda Woodcarving Show  

Oscoda High School 3550 E. River Rd. 

10am 5pm Sat = 10am 4pm Sun. 

Check your MWCA calendar for location 

information. 

 

Feeling Better Call 

I hear Jim Grohoski is feeling much better and we 

hope to see him back with us very soon. 

Jose Martinez stopped by on Thursday and he looked 

great 

It was good to see him felling better. 

 

 

Bethesda food drive 

We have been collecting canned goods for donation to  

Bethesda 

Drop them off at the Eagles Nest and they will be 

delivered  at the end of this month. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

mailto:aharr76@hotmail.com


Small goose 

Now you know why I haven’t 

Put bird patterns in the news. 

I’ve carved a few small decoys 

but nothing full size that is 

worth mentioning. 

We have decoy books in the 

library at the Eagles nest, they 

show the feather patterns and 

correct sizes for many ducks and 

birds . These patterns are very 

detailed and putting them in the 

newsletter is not practicable. 

Simple designs are the best I can 

do in the news letter. 



From the MWCA Chips & Chatter 
Here is a article that give us some valuable tips. 

From the West Michigan Carvers:  

Strops 

The more I strop and the more I use different strops with all 

different kinds of leather on them, the more convinced I am 

That the leather should be as thin as you can find and the 

smooth side out. Thick leather with the rough side out has to 

much give to it. It will round the edge of the blade no matter 

how careful you are in stropping. If you find the edge rounding, 

it is not your fault, it is the strop. By the way 400 grit emery 

paper works as well as leather , just not as durable. 

With proper sharpening you should be able to cut across the 

grain on the end of the wood easily. If the blade drags or leaves 

a mark on the wood, start on the stone again. Dull knives have 

caused more cuts and have stopped more people from carving 

then any other thing. Author; John Crawford  

Note - a knife with a rounded edge will cause you to skip or 

slide as you start to cut and I takes a lot of hand strength to pull 

the knife through the wood.  

The 2012 Wood Art Exchange 

I have participated in this for the last two years and am 

completely happy with the results. It’s fun to get a carving 

from a fellow carver. It’s interesting to see how individual 

carvers talents are displayed.  

You carve a project (that you can send in the mail) to a 

participant that you don’t know and you will receive a 

project from some one else. This is a good way to keep your 

hand in during the cold days of Winter. 

David and Sally Nye are the coordinators that have handled 

the exchange the last two years. You sign up  and  within a 

few weeks they will send you a address of  a participating 

member . You will send your carving to that individual , with 

a few words of what club you belong to how long you’ve 

been carving and any info you would like. You’ll receive a 

carving in the mail in return from some one else. Sign up and 

they will give you more information . Any questions go to 

fancarversworld@gmail.com of call 269-543-4755 

Check out the MWCA Newsletter on line at 

www.mwca.110mb.com 

 
Here are some other web sites to check out 

1. www.flwoodartexpo.com– Florida Wood Art Expo 

2. www.glfda.com– Great Lakes Fish Decoy Carvers Assn. 

3. www.carvedbyramsey.com– Fine Art Wood Carvings 

mailto:fancarversworld@gmail.com
http://www.mwca.110mb.com/

